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RE VIE tVS OF BOOKS . 


themselves to the writers of such books, as, for example, the question 
where to draw the line between the old and newer teachings on the 
same subject, and, as a consequence, the writer has frequently placed 
statements among the notes, which others would no doubt have given 
in the text. 

We may, however, remark that the author personally still adheres to 
the typical Listerian dressing for wounds, with carbolic acid, although 
other methods, of course, receive due mention. 

No attempt is made to distinguish clinically between septic and pu 
trid infection, and the author appears to be inclined to disregard the 
distinction between saprsmia and septicaemia insisted upon by such ex¬ 
perimenters as GatTky. Much of the subject of the antiseptic treat¬ 
ment of wounds, etc., has been taken from the author’s own previous 
works on the subject. 

The chief feature of the book is its completeness, due to the im¬ 
mense diligence of the author in making himself familiar with the pub¬ 
lications (easily accessible in Germany) on every subject As such it 
will fill a valuable place in every medical library, and from its 
objective character and honest workmanship it may unhesitatingly be 
placed in the hands of students, a thing which cannot be said of most 
similar books. 

The work is sparingly illustrated with wood-cuts, many of which are 
borrowed (with all due credit) from other publications. 

W. W. Van Arsdale. 

Surgical Operations. Part I. The Ligature of Artieres. A Short 
Description of the Surgical Anatomy and Modes of Tying 
the Principal Vessels. By Sir William Mac Cormac, Surgeon 
and Lecturer on Surgery, St. Thomas’s Hospital. London; Smith 
Elder & Co. 1885. 

The ligature of arteries is not a subject which gives the systematic 
writer the same opportunities of original treatment which have of late 
years been furnished by other branches of our art. It is true that re¬ 
cent observations and recent papers have tended to re-open questions 
which have for years been regarded as absolutely settled e. g., that of 
whether it is necessary or even desirable to tie a ligature tightly enough 
to divide the middle and inner coats of a vessel, and that of whether 
the femoral should be tied in Hunter’s canal for popliteal aneurism. 
At St. Bartholomew’s it is reported that a well known and distinguished 
conservative among surgeons, is now tying in the popliteal space itself 
for the last mentioned form of aneurism; and it is almost certain that in 
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his capacity as examiner, he would, a few years ago, have plucked any¬ 
one who had at the College of Surgeons advocated so bold a heresy 
against the teaching of John Hunter. 

Nevertheless, the main changes in this field of surgery in our times, 
have been in the methods of dressing and in the direction of increased 
readiness to tie large vessels near the origin of their branches; and, as 
the process of exposing an artery and tying an aseptic animal ligature 
does not materially differ from that of tying an old fashioned silk one, 
the technique of such operations remain much the same. 

There are however, differences enough to justify the writing of a new 
account, and it would be difficult to surpass for practical purposes this 
of Sir Willian Mac Cormac’s. I speak from experience. It has been 
my lot during the past year to tie several arteries which I had never 
ligatured before in the living subject, and on each occasion I found in 
his book exactly the preliminary information wanted. 

The 138 large octavo pages do not contain an exhaustive : nquiry in¬ 
to every historical, philosophical and literary question concerning the 
subject, but a quite sufficient, clear, and judicions description of each 
operation, of the anatomy of the parts concerned, of the necessary 
surface markings and guides, of the usual indications for the operation, 
and various things to avoid and to guard against. 

The illustrations, many of them by the author’s colleague at St. 
Thomas’s, Mr. Anderson, are exceptionally good, and some display an 
artistic feeling not commonly to be found in other than French surgical 
books. The engraving is clear and the whole get up of the book 
pleasing and convenient. 

C. B. Keetley. 

Die Operative Behandlung der Hodentuberculose Durch Re¬ 
section der Nebenhoden. Von Prof. Dr. Bardenheuer. (Mit- 
theilungen aus dem Kolner Burger Hospital, drittes heft. New 
York: G. E. Stechert.. 

The Operative Treatment of Tuberculosis of the Testis by the 
Resection of the Epididymis. 

The author founds his treatment on the principle that tuberculosis of 
the testis begins primarily in the epididymis. The tubercular nodules 
are first found on the head of the epididymis, and from 
here spread over the rest of the structure of the testis. After the tes¬ 
tis, the vas deferens, vesiculte seminales, prostrate, urethra, and 



